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The foundations of sociocultural theory lie in the work of Vygotsky who argued that the
acquisition and use of language transforms children’s thinking. He described language as
both a cultural tool (for the development and sharing of knowledge amongst members of a
community or society) and as a psychological tool (for structuring the processes and
content of individual thought). He also proposed that there is a close relationship between
these two kinds of use, which can be summed up in the claim that ‘intermental (social,
interactional) activity forges some of the most important ‘intramental (individual, cognitive)
capabilities, with children’s involvement in joint activities generating new understandings
and ways of thinking. This sociocultural theory not only links the social and the
psychological in an account of cognitive development, but also provides a theoretical basis
for the primacy of language as a cultural and cognitive — and hence educational — tool.

This theoretical case for the prime role of language in cognitive development and learning
has several strands. The first strand concerns the collective process of constructing
knowledge (whether amongst students or between teacher and students). This process
must, by its nature, involve induction into reasoned argument. Although the most obvious

focus of education is on the teaching and learning of curriculum knowledge, it would be

surprising to find many teachers who did not think that their students should be learning

how to construct arguments to support any opinions, analyses, solutions, or conclusions that

they present.

Hidlt : Neil Mercer, Sara Hennessy, Paul Warwick (2019). Dialogue, thinking together and
digital technology in the classroom: Some educational implications of acontinuing line
of inquiry. International Journal of Educational Research — ¥Rt o
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