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An extensive amount of research has demonstrated that children who are raised under certain
conditions (e.g., poverty, abuse, family dysfunction) are at significantly higher risk for problems
in their adult lives (e.g., marital discord, unemployment). This line of research has focused on the
identification of risk factors that are predictive of later life dysfunction. Research consistently
indicates that poverty is the most powerful risk factor that predicts adult dysfunction. Poverty,
or a lack resources, can result in certain adverse living situations, such as economic dependence,
overcrowding, and disorganization within the family system. Another powerful predictor of
negative adult outcome is an ineffective or uncaring parenting environment. The importance of
warm, caring, consistent parental environments to the development and general well-being of
children has been well documented. The occurrence of physical or emotional maltreatment in
childhood is a third predictor of negative adult outcomes, particularly the development of adult
psychopathology. A fourth factor predicting adult problems is marital discord and/or family
dysfunction. Children raised in conditions of chronic family conflict tend to end up in similarly
dysfunctional family conditions in adulthood. All four factors (poverty, uncaring parental envi-
ronments, abuse or maltreatment, and family conflict) have been linked to negative later-life

outcomes.

Hi#:Kenneth W. Merrell, Ruth A. Ervin, and Gretchen A. Gimpel (2006).
School Psychology for the 21st Century. The Guilford Press (New York). —#Pci%,
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